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4 kids, 4 languages, 1 city, 1 world 
 

SPEAKER’S LIST 
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO STORY 
 
Laurie Olsen / Consultant & Educator 
languages:  English 
e-mail:  lolaurieo@gmail.com 
phone:  (510) 649.0234 
Laurie has more than 30 years experience developing new models and strategies to bring 
about inclusion and equity in a multiracial, multicultural and multilingual society. An academic 
and former executive director of the nonprofit organization, California Tomorrow, she is 
currently helping the San Francisco public schools develop an implementation strategy for 
their groundbreaking resolution to offer all public school students the chance to be become 
bilingual. 
 
Ling-chi Wang / Emeritus, UC-Berkeley & Community Activist 
Languages:  English, Mandarin, Cantonese, & Taiwanese 
e-mail:  lcwang@berkeley.edu 
phone:  (415) 922.4380 
Ling-chi has been active in issues related to language minorities since the 1970s.  He 
spearheaded the landmark Lau v. Nichols Supreme Court case that created the legal mandate 
for bilingual education and co-authored San Francisco’s school board’s resolution to offer all 
students the opportunity to become bilingual.  
 
 
SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
Francisca Sanchez / Associate Superintendent  
Karling Aguilera-Fort  / Assistant Superintendent: Learning Support & Equity  
Pilar Mejia / Supervisor, Family & Community Engagement 
Languages: English & Spanish 
 
contact through:  
 
Gentle Blythe, Director 
Office of Public Outreach and Communications, SFUSD 
e-mail:  blytheg@sfusd.edu 
phone:  (415) 241-6565 
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KELLY & JULIAN’ S STORIES 
 
Liana Szeto / Principal, Alice Fong Yu Alternative School 
languages:  Cantonese,  English 
phone:   (415) 759.2764 
 
 http://portal.sfusd.edu/template/default.cfm?page=es.fong_yu  
 
The first public Chinese Immersion school in the U.S., opened twenty years ago. A K-8 
school that teaches both Cantonese and Mandarin, it tests first in the school district in 
English and Math. 
 
Julia Gourd /Chinese immersion parent & Julian Enis’s mom 
languages:  English 
e-mail:  jullip@gmail.com  
phone:  (415) 254-9440 
 
Julian Enis /High school sophomore & Chinese immersion graduate 
languages:  Mandarin, Cantonese, English 
e-mail:  jullip@gmail.com  
phone:  (415) 254-9440 
 
Victor & Jenny Wong / Chinese immersion parents & Kelly’s mom & dad 
languages:  English 
e-mail:  wongs88@pacbell.net 
phone:  (415) 661.3325 
 
Lucia Wong / Chinese immersion grandparent,  Kelly’s grandma 
languages:  Cantonese 
e-mail:  wongs88@pacbell.net 
phone:  (415) 661.3325 
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DURRELL’S STORY 
 
Chris Rosenberg / Principal, Starr King Elementary 
languages:  Spanish & English 
e-mail:  rosenbergC@sfusd.edu 
phone:  (415) 695.5797 
Chris’s school hosts the first public Mandarin immersion program in the San Francisco 
schools.  Starr King is a rising star in the SFUSD system and hosts programs in Spanish 
bilingual, mainstream English, and inclusion for kids with special needs, in addition to the 
Mandarin program.  
 
Ijnanya Foster, Starr King Mandarin immersion parent / Durrell’s mom 
languages:  English 
phone:  (415) 573-4516 
 
 
JASON’S STORY 
 
Maria E. Aldaz / Spanish Immersion parent 
languages: English & Spanish 
phone:  (314) 812.6621 
email:  maria.e.aldaz@ceridian.com 
Maria is a Spanish Immersion parent, involved with community group pushing for more 
multilingualism (SFAME). 
 
Laura Gold / Spanish Immersion teacher / researcher 
languages: English   
phone: (415) 531-6430 
email:   lauragold@comcast.net 
Laura was Jason’s English teacher during 5th grade Spanish Immersion. She has 
conducted research on the efficacy of immersion programs for chi ldren learning 
English at school.  
 
 
NATIONAL  STORY 
 
Mimi Met / Educational Consultant 
languages: English 
email: myriammet@gmail.com 
phone: (301) 529.9635 
 
Elena Izquierdo / Professor of Education &  
Vice-President, National Association of Bil ingual Education 
languages: English & Spanish 
email: ielena@utep.edu 
phone: (915) 433.0033 
 
 




