


Meet Ilmar and Aldo López-Gavilán, virtuoso brothers 
born in Havana, but long separated by geopolitics. 
Ilmar makes his way as a violinist in NY.  Aldo is 
famous as a jazz and classical pianist in Cuba. Both 
find opportunities and challenges in their chosen 
countries. 

At 14, the Cuban government sent Ilmar to Russia, to 
study with a master violinist. He never returned, landing 
a spot in the Queen of Spain’s music conservatory.  He 
found his way to the U.S., where he won first place in a 
music competition.  The prize: first violin in the Harlem 
Quartet, a hard-working performance group that 
mentors kids of color in classical music. 

Aldo, 6 years younger, stayed in Havana, inspired by a 
culture of world-class jazz pianists. Acclaimed  for his 
original jazz compositions and classical chops, he is 
virtually unknown in the U.S. But this summer they 
embark on their first U.S. tour together, and a door 
opens.

Just a few months later Fidel Castro’s passing and 
Trump’s election put their gains at risk. The Brothers 
follows their journeys in a time of tumultuous change. 

The Story

ALDO LÓPEZ-GAVILÁN 
Havana

ILMAR LÓPEZ-GAVILÁN 
New York
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A 53-year-old conflict thaws. The mix of old and new evolve on the street. 

June 2016: Cubans get their first taste of public Wi-Fi. The path ahead is uncertain.
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Aldo jams with Usher, Joshua Bell, Dave Mathews, & Smokey Robinson during 
the U.S. Cultural Delegation’s first visit to Cuba.
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 Ilmar’s Harlem Quartet begins their tour with Aldo in Rockport, MA.  
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Aldo’s U.S. orchestral debut is headlining the 4th of July Pops Concert at 
Chautauqua, NY. with Ilmar.



Aldo is invited to play at Lincoln Center with world-renowned violinist, Joshua 
Bell, and others from the Havana jam. PBS airs the performance across the 
U.S. on Live at Lincoln Center.



  Fidel passes. Trump is elected. Tthe future is uncertain.



In Cuba art is central to national identity. The island of 11 million people has outsized 
influence in dance and music worldwide. At the cultural vanguard in any country, 
artists are some of Cuba's most salient ambassadors, with a history of crossing 
divides that seem intractable to political leaders. Since the 1990s, Cuban artists and 
musicians have been tasked with bringing currency into an ailing economy, and 
allowed opportunities to travel, sell, and perform their work. Their privilege places 
them in an unusual position, allowing for some independence from the socialist 
economy. Those who stayed, like Aldo, love their country—and criticize it. Those who 
left, like Ilmar, love their country—and criticize it. With more possibilities on the table, 
the Gavilán brother’s dynamic and visually compelling story gives a unique and 
personal perspective on the evolving relationship between the U.S. and Cuba. 
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A family story originally brought us to Cuba—where Ken’s dad was 
given refuge as a child during WWII, before the U.S. opened its doors 
to him. Our first Cuban film, Havana Curveball, follows our son’s 
circuitous efforts to thank Cuba by sending baseball gear to kids who 
share his love of the game. 

When we toured Cuba with that film in the spring of 2015, we were 
concerned about how Cubans would respond to this story of an 
idealistic and perhaps naive middle class teen from the U.S.  
Spending two weeks on a bus full of Cuban artists, thought leaders, 
and pop stars, we found instead open hearts, open minds, and the 
building of deep friendships with a broad range of Cubans.

Since the diplomatic shift in December 2014, we’ve seen things begin 
to change. More American tourists. More money. Public internet 
arrived. There is a palpable sense of possibility—and fear that core 
Cuban values will be threatened. The death of Fidel and the ascent of 
Donald Trump fuel this concern. 

In the U.S. we hear talk of business opportunities and the 50-year-old 
effort to support regime change. We rarely hear the perspectives of 
Cubans themselves. The Cubans we know are deeply proud of their 
values, their artistic achievements, their way of life. They want 
change—and self-determination. They have generously shared their 
stories with us. We are committed to bringing them to you.   

MARCIA JARMEL & KEN SCHNEIDER
PatchWorks Films
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With 20+ years experience, and 6 years working in Cuba, PatchWorks focuses on character driven stories that illuminate social issues. 
Our work has  broadcast worldwide and showcased at festivals, museums, libraries, schools, universities, community centers, and 
conferences.     TWO BROTHERS is PatchWorks’ 8th collaboration.   Previous films include: Speaking in Tongues (ITVS, PBS), Havana 
Curveball, The Return of Sarah’s Daughters (PBS), Born in the U.S.A., (ITVS, Independent Lens)  and several short films. See trailers 
and read about our films at: www.patchworksfilms.net.

KEN SCHNEIDER (director/producer/editor) 
is a Peabody-winning producer. His passions 
are stories of war and peace, human rights, 
artists’ lives, and Cuba. In addition to his 
feature and short work for PatchWorks, Ken 
has edited over 35 feature length 
documentaries for PBS, HBO, Al-Jazeera, 
and others. Films he edited have been 
nominated for an Oscar and multiple Emmys, 
and won prime-time and documentary 
Emmys, a Columbia-Dupont, two Peabodys, 
an Indie Spirit award and top awards at the 
Sundance Film Festival. Info at: 
www.kenschneidereditor.net. 

MARCIA JARMEL (director/
producer/writer/impact producer). In 
addition to her work at PatchWorks, 
Marcia has recently served as 
consulting producer on HBO’s 
Emmy-nominated 50 Children, and 
consultant to Academy Award 
nominee Last Day of Freedom.  
Other credits include co-editing the 
Academy-award nominee, For Better 
or For Worse, and assistant 
producing the Academy Award 
nominees, Berkeley in the Sixties 
and Freedom on My Mind.  She also 
consults on documentary film impact.
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ROBERTO CHILE (CINEMATOGRAPHER) is Cuba’s pre-eminent documentary 
cinematographer, working on hundreds of films for ABC, CBS, NBC, and the Discovery 
Channel in the U.S.; NHK and TV Asahi in Japan; and Canal Arte in France, along with 
producing internationally acclaimed films for Cuban TV. His most recent film is 
Kordavision: The Man Who Shot Che Guevara, about the photographer who created 
the iconic image of Che that adorns tee-shirts around the world. 

RAFAEL SOLIS, (CINEMATOGRAPHER) is one of Cuba's 
most renowned cinematographers. He has shot more than 
forty documentaries and ten feature films, winning national 
and international awards. His most recent film, El Vestido de 
Novio / His Wedding Dress, was nominated for a Goya. 

H A R O L D L Ó P E Z - N U S S A , 
(COMPOSER) is a Havana born 
pianist recognized in elite jazz 
circles worldwide, but virtually 
unknown in the U.S. He won the 
piano prize at the Montreux Jazz 
Festival among other accolades, 
and has created award-winning 
scores for animated, narrative, and 
documentary films on the island.
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CLAUDIO MARIA BUENO (LINE 
PRODUCER) Claudia Maria 
Bueno is an up-and-coming 
Cuban film producer. Claudia 
makes her own films, and was 
tapped to supervise production 
assistants on  Fast and Furious 
8,  the first Hollywood film to 
s h o o t i n C u b a s i n c e t h e 
embargo. 
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